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WILD DOG ACTION PLAN 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON MARK LEWIS (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.07 pm]: Mr President, 
I rise to inform the house on the implementation of Western Australia’s wild dog action plan. In the 1980s, there 
were around 200 pastoral stations across the southern half of Western Australia running sheep; today, only one, 
Rawlinna, has successfully continued to be fully stocked with the help of a 50-year-old barrier fence that is 
capable of keeping out wild dogs. 

As a former Department of Agriculture rangelands manager who worked in the southern pastoral region, 
I watched the rapid decline of the state’s pastoral sheep industry as wild dogs ran out of control and pastoralists 
were forced to destock or swap to cattle. As dog numbers have grown, they have moved south through the state 
vermin fence that extends 1 207 kilometres from the Zuytdorp Cliffs north of Kalbarri to the east of 
Ravensthorpe into the wheatbelt. 

Watching the cruel damage wild dogs inflict on sheep is heartbreaking for a producer. It is the sort of thing that 
sticks with you and cuts deeper than profit margins or lost income. There is little doubt that the problem of wild 
dogs has grown out of control right across Australia, leaving governments and landowners struggling to find 
a comprehensive long-term solution. Government-funded control methods from bounties to baiting have been 
tried, but it is clear that government cannot solve the problem alone. We need to work with the people on the 
land to determine the best mix of approaches and the most efficient methods. 

Last Saturday, I announced a new $20 million program to help support landowners control wild dogs. The 
program has been built on the back of the wild dog action plan, a comprehensive blueprint developed by 
landowners that looked at the lessons learnt across Australia over the past 30 years. The program builds on the 
significant investment this government has already made in recent years to help combat wild dogs, investment 
that includes funding doggers and upgrading the State Barrier Fence to make it dog proof. Over half the state 
government’s $20 million of new money will go towards extending the existing barrier fence another 
660 kilometres from Ravensthorpe to the far south-eastern corner of the wheatbelt. In addition, $500 000 worth 
of grants are being offered for station owners to join to build cell fences around groups of stations and then work 
together to wipe out the dogs inside the cell. It is through only the combination of fences, the use of skilled 
doggers and extensive baiting programs that the dogs will finally be brought under control. 

This announcement reflects something that I passionately believe in—that is, government and industry working 
together and sharing the costs and effort to tackle agriculture’s big issues. This is the only way that we will 
tackle the wild dog problem and get those empty shearing sheds back in action. 
 


	WILD DOG ACTION PLAN
	Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food


